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COQPERATIVE LEARNING

Graphic Organizers are visual frames used to represent and organize learning

information. Graphic organizers engage students’ visual intelligence, stretch stu-
dents’ thinking skills, and promote active learning. We may use graphic organiz-
ers to plan lessons, units, and present information to our students. This
SmartCard explores the rationale for using graphic organizers, provides ideas
for use in your classroom, and illustrates over 30 graphic organizers to trans-

form your class into a visual think tank!

Ideas and Activities for My Class

* Presentations - On the board or overhead,
display a filled-in graphic organizer relating
to the topic as you teach. Alternatively, fill in
a graphic organizer as you teach. Encourage
students to use Mind Maps and other orga-
nizers for visual note-taking and as visual aids
in their own presentations.

* Cooperative Learning - Graphic organizers are
excellent for cooperative learning. Have stu-
dents work in pairs or in teams to fill in or
create their organizers. Have students take
turns so no single student does all the work
and/or have each student use a different col-
ored marker to tell at a glance that everyone
is contributing. One favorite method is to
have teams brainstorm ideas, organize them
in their own frame, then share and compare
their organizers with other teams.

* Reflection and Assesswent - After an activity,
lesson or unit, have students create graphic
organizers to summarize and reflect on what
they learned. Mind Maps work especially well
for big concepts. Collect students’ organizers
to authentically assess their learning.

* Find My Rule - This is a fun, cooperative
logic activity that works with numerous or-
ganizers across the curriculum. Draw an
organizer on the board. A math example:
Draw two category boxes. Add a symmetri-
cal shape to one Box 1 and an asymmetrical
shape to Box 2. Have students discuss why
the shapes belong in different categories.
Continue to add items, until a team thinks
they know the rule. Teams show they know
the rule by correctly adding the next items
to the organizers. Continue adding items
until all teams have “found your rule.”

* Prewriting - Have students fill in a graphic
organizer before they write an essay, story,
or steps, or as they prepare a presentation.
The graphic organizer depends on the con-
tent. For example, for a compare & contrast
essay, use a Venn Diagram; for writing in-
structions, use a Step Chart.

* Bulletin Boards & Pisplays - On the bulletin
board, post the many types of organizers;
highlight a specific organizer; or display stu-
dents’ completed organizers on any topic.

hy Use Thew?

Higher-Level Thinking

Graphic organizers expand many facets of stu-
dents” higher-level thinking skills including:
analyzing, synthesizing, evaluating, relating
and developing concepts, categorizing, se-
quencing, and comparing & contrasting.

Cowprehension

Using graphic organizers helps students bet-
ter understand the learning material. Students
make content connections, and can see how
the information is related.

Mewory

Graphic organizers facilitate long-term reten-
tion of information. Information in organiz-
ers is presented in short, easy-to-remember vi-
sual cues rather than long cumbersome text.
Students remember more of what they see and
draw than what they hear and write.

Brain-Based Learning

Our brains process and store information in a
uniform fashion. We strive to make sense out
of information, and search for patterns and or-
ganization. Graphic organizers promote brain-
compatible learning.

Multiple Intelligences

Graphic organizers strongly engage four intel-
ligences simultaneously:
* Verbal Linguistic -  Students select key
words and phrases for their organizers.
* Logical/Mathewmatical - Organizers often
deal with hierarchy, sequence, part/whole
relationships, concept development, and
cycles — all logical processes.
* Visual/Spatial -The learning material is or-
ganized in a visual format.
* Naturalist - Different graphic organizers
engage different facets of the naturalist in-
telligence, such as: categorizing, classifying,
sequencing, attention to attributes, compar-
ing & contrasting.

Language Learning & ESL

Information is presented visually rather than
verbally which helps limited English proficient
students grasp basic concepts.
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