
Old Elm Speaks: 
Tree Poems

by Kristine O’Connell George
A collection of poems that children will love to 
discover and dream about ways trees can help them 
play, learn, grow and create.

Before:
Introduce the book and tell the children a little bit about it.  Follow that with a comment or question 
that is related to the story such as, Do you think a tree can really talk?  Encourage a discussion so the 
children can comment, ask questions, and express their feelings.  Set the stage for listening by asking 
an “I wonder” statement based on the cover illustration.

During:
Encourage the children to comment on the illustrations, ask questions, and predict what 
will happen next in the story.  Children gain confidence and a sense of achievement 
through being able to correctly predict how a story will end.  Point out “rare words” (e.g., 
those words that are not commonly used in every day conversation) and help the 
children relate the meaning in a way that makes sense to them.

Read
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After:
Discuss the story.  Ask questions…(The questions below are for the first 10 poems of the book)
Oak’s Introduction
Who was talking, the tree or the boy?
What question did the tree ask the boy?
Bud
What color was the satchel?
What popped out of the valise?
Hide and Go Seek
Who was playing hide-and-go-seek?
Where did the little sister want to hide?
Could her brother see her?  What could he see?
Celebration
What gifts did the boy bring the tree?
What was the boy celebrating?
Miss Willow
What was the willow tree doing?
What bird came and landed beside the willow tree?
What did the bird land in the middle of?
Tree Traffic
What kind of animal was in the tree?
Why were the squirrels getting in each other’s way?
Bridge
What were the kids walking on?
What was the log covered in?
Describe what the crossing looked like.
No Breakfast
What animal was walking through the woods?
Why did the deer leave?
Beaver Dam
What was laying in a pile?
What color were the tree’s limbs?
Who do you think made the dam?
Maple Shoot in the Pumpkin Patch
What was growing in the pumpkin patch?
How did the maple tree get there?
Do you think a maple tree can grow in a pumpkin patch? Why or why not?

Rhyme Time
After reading a poem, go through and locate all the rhyming words.  For example, in Hide and Go 
Seek, see, tree and knee all rhyme.  Ask the children to come up with other words that rhyme with 
the words in the poem.  Write the words on a board and talk about why the words rhyme.  If 
desired, complete this activity with other poems in the book. 
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