


Elephants are the largest animals on land.
They are the only animals with long flexible
trunks. There are two kinds of elephants. The
African elephant lives in Africa. The Asiatic, or
Indian, elephant lives in India. It is easy to tell
the two elephants apart. African elephants are
bigger. Their larger ears cover their shoulders.
Asiatic elephants have much smaller ears.




Imost everything about an elephant’s
body is huge. An elephant’s trunk can be
5 feet long. Elephant tusks are actually
upper front teeth that never stop growing.
The tusks can grow to 8 feet long. An
elephant’s heart is five times bigger than a
human heart. Its large stumplike legs are
strong enough to support the elephant’s
weight—about the weight of 100 people.




They use them to sniff the air and ground to
find food. They use them to reach into
treetops and pull down branches and leaves.
They even use them like straws to drink
water. Did you know that an elephant’s trunk
holds more than 2 gallons of water?
Elephants also use their trunks
to take a “shower.” They fill up
their trunks with water and
spray themselves.
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aby elephants love to play. They chase
and push one another. They grab each other’s
tail with their trunks. They also climb on top
of each other and have “play fights.” As the
young elephants play, an older sister or aunt
usually watches them. Playing helps young
elephants learn the rules of the herd. It also
teaches them how to get along with other
elephants.




:-‘other by makmg dlfferent klnds of sounds

- They also communicate by touchmg each
other. Elephants show fondness by rubbing
their trunks together. They might also stand
with their heads touching. Mother elephants
touch their babies gently with their trunks to
comfort them or to get their attention. When
elephants meet, they twist their trunks
together and sniff each other.




or thousands of years, people have
trained elephants to help them do work. In
India and other parts of Asia, elephants are
still used in the logging industry to move
fallen trees. Working elephants are generally
found in places where the ground is too
rough for trucks and machines. In some
Asian countries, elephants also take part in
religious ceremonies. These elephants are
colorfully painted or dressed. Then, they are
led in parades. |




African Elephant

The African elephant is the
world’s largest land animal. A
male, or bull, can grow to 11
feet tall and 24 feet long. It can
weigh as much as 14,000
pounds. Females, called cows,
are smaller. Elephants have
trunks that they use like hands.
They can easily pick up small
fruits or lift tree branches with
their trunks. Elephants spend -
most of the day eating leaves, grass, small branches, bark, coconuts
and berries. They also drink large amounts of water every day.

African elephants are found in the warm grasslands and forests
of Africa. They live with other animals, such as lions, hyenas,
giraffes and zebras. Lions and hyenas will attack baby elephants
and sick elephants. Adult elephants are safe from most predators.

Think and Learn
1. The female elephant is called a

2. Elephants use their like hands.

3. What do elephants eat?

4. Adult elephants are safe from most
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Adaptations (ad ap TAY
i shuhnz) are special body
4§ parts or behaviors that

~ animals have to survive in
 their environment. Some
§ clephant adaptations help
¥ them live in hot places. They
£ flap their large ears to cool
£ off They also do not have a
{ thick layer of fat, like arctic
f animals have.

w4

J  The most unusual elephant

( adaptation is its trunk. Elephants use their trunks to get food and
water, cool off, breathe, touch things, smell, make sounds and “talk”
§ to other elephants. Small “fingers” at the end of the trunk can pick

# up very small objects. |

{ Think and Learn
1. Label the elephant adaptations in the picture.

£ 2. How do elephants use their trunks?
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Elephant Facts

Fill in the blanks on this page to make a fact sheet on African
elephants.

What Elephants Look Like
1. Height

2. Length

3. Weight of an adult

4. What does an elephant look like?

Where Elephants Live

1. Where do elephants live?

2. What other animals are found where elephants live?

Eating Habits

1. What do elephants eat?

2. What eats elephants?
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Spider Monkey

Spider monkeys are small
monkeys well suited fox living
in trees. In fact, they raxely
come down to the ground.
These monkeys move quickly
through trees by swinging and
jumping from branch to branch.
Spider monkeys have tails that
are longer than their bodies.
These tails can easily grab and
pick up things.

Spider monkeys are found in
rainforests from southein Mexico
to the northern part of South America. They eat nuts and fruit and

sometimes eggs. Spider monkeys live in groups, or bands, of 10 to
40 monkeys. Every band of monkeys lives in its own area, or
territory. One band of monkeys will not go into the territory of
another band.

Think and Learn
1. How do spider momnkeys move quickly through trees?

2. Their can grab and pick up things.

3. What do spider mornkeys eat?

4. Spider monkeys live in groups called
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