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Pennsylvania Writing Asses” '-pent Domain Scoring Guide

FOCUS
The single controfing point
b made with an awareness of
task about a specific Lophc

CONTENT
The presence of ileas
developed through facts,
axamples, anecdotes. details
opirions, statistics, reasons,
and/or axplanations

DRGANIZATION
The order developed and
sustained within and across
paragraphs using transitional
dayicas and includng
introduction and conclusion

STYLE
The choice, use ant
arrangement ol words and
sentence structuras (hat
create tona and voica

CONVENTIONS
Grammar, mechanics,
spetng, usags and
sentence formation

a sing'e topic with sulficient
awareness of 1ask (mode)

content with adaguate
elaboration or explanation

content thal sustains @
logical order with some
evidence of transitions

words and sentence
structures that may or may
nol create writer's volea and
tong appropriate to audence

Sharp. distnct controlling Substantial, speciic. andior | Sophisticated arrangement Preciee, iMustratve use of Evident control of

point mada about a single illstrative content of content with evident a variety of words and grammar, mechanics,

topic with evident awareness | demonsirating strong andior subtie transitions sentence structures to create | speliing, usage and

of task {mode) development and consistent writer's voice and | sentenca formation
sophlsticated ideas tone appropriate 1o audience

Apparent point made about Sulficiently developed Funclional arrangement of Generic use of a variety of Sulficient control o

prammar, mechanics,
spelling, usage and
sanlenca formation

Mo apparent poant but
evidenca of a specific topic

Limited content with
inadequate elaboration or
gxplanation

Confused of incansistent
arranpament of content
wilh or without atlempts
at transtion

Limited waord choice and
contral ol sentence
structures that inhibit voice
and tang

Limited control of
grammar, mechanis,
speling. usage and
sertence formation

Minimal evidence of a topic

Superficial and/er minimal
conten!

Minimal contre! of contant
arrangement

Minimal variety in word
choice and minimal control
of sentance SUUCIUreEs

Nnimal cantrel of
arammar, mechanics,
spelling, usage and
sentenca {formation

o 15 Incoheranl; i o words are

o Is illegible: 12, includes so m

NON-SCORABLE
any indecipherable words 1hal no sense can be made of the response
fegible bl syntax Is so garbled that response makes na Sense
« 15 msufficient: 2., does not include enough Lo 2s5ess domains adequataly

OFF-PROMPT

« |5 readable but did rot respond to prempl
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