SAMPLE TEACHER COMMENTS
FOR PORTFOLIO REPORTS

FOR THE ART CENTER:

The Art Center is an exciting place for children to work. It draws them like a magnet. Children
come to the center, choose an activity, and work that activity independently. They use the rebus
(directions printed in picture form) that accompanies the activity as their guide. This gives them
an opportunity to begin work immediately without waiting for directions. It also becomes a
reading tool as they must “read” the directions before beginning to work. When children cut
with the scissors, they use those small muscles to do what the eyes tell them to do. Lots of
practice using fine muscles is needed before children make precise marks on paper. As children
learn to use the art media to express themselves, they develop the ability to think creatively and
solve problems.

FOR A PAINTING ACTIVITY:

When children work in the Art Center they are learning more than how to paint. They are
learning reading, writing and math. Reading occurs when children see the differences in their
strokes and learn to duplicate different strokes or shapes. Recognition of likenesses and
differences are basic skills necessary when learning to write and do math. When children use
thin and thick brushes or paint thin and thick lines they are learning math. Math skills also
evolve when children select and paint on paper of different shapes . When children try to title
their painting or put their names on the paper they are practicing writing skills. Skills that are the
foundation of writing such as learning about spacing things on paper, working from the top to
the bottom, and painting from the left to the right develop when a child is in the Art Center.
Creativity blossoms when children are painting. There are many ways to put the paint on the
paper and many ways to express ideas and thoughts. Expressing creativity leads to building
problem solving skills.

FOR A PLAYDOUGH ACTIVITY:

Working with playdough offers children opportunities to explore different textures. Children
roll, pinch, squeeze, pound, and bend the dough creating different shapes and objects. These
activities give them the opportunity to expand their math skills by working with different
amounts of playdough, creating shapes, and cutting it into fractions. Through playdough work
children develop fine muscles that will help them later with writing skills. Using cookie cutters
and rolling pins add another dimension to the Playdough Center. Children have the opportunity
to work with a friend and share ideas and tools.
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