VIIl. ASSESSMENT TOOLS

How to Read the Tables

The assessment instruments are grouped into three tables. Table 1 lists the
instruments which are multi-domain developmental measures. The list represents
technically adequate instruments that are feasible for use by classroom personnel
to administer on an ongoing/repeated testing basis such that they are embedded
into the program’s curriculum planning. Though not all of the listed instruments
were designed as “authentic” measures, many can be used in an observational or
"authentic fashion". Authentic methods are strongly encouraged whenever
possible. Assessments of pre-academic skills and social-emotional skills are
listed in Table 1 because they are essential for alignment with the state standards
but are often omitted from multi-domain instruments.

Table 2 represents the instruments which are designed for specific developmental
domains. These measures can be used in instances when more detailed
information is desired with regard to a child’s learning or functioning in a
particular domain.

Table 3 represents a list of measures that apply especially well to children
experiencing special needs or developmental delays. Note that some of the multi-
domain developmental assessments listed in Table 1 may also be used with
special needs children. By the same token, some of the instruments listed in
Table 3 may be appropriate to use with typically developing children.
Instruments listed in Table 3 are recommended for teachers to inform their
teaching and can be used separate from and/or along with any assessment process
related to special education placement.

Tables 4 and S provide a shorthand overview of how extensively the assessment
tools cover the Key Learning Areas of the Early Learning Standards. In the
future, tables will provide an overview of how the assessment tools cover the
Kindergarten Standards.

Table 6 provides a quick glance at curriculum and the Pennsylvania Early
Learning Standards for Pre-Kindergarten.
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Column Categories
Age range

Standards
the Early

Type
definitions).
Method of

Administration

Time to administer

Reliability

Comments

Refers to the age range for which the measure has been
developed.

Marks off which assessment tool is appropriate for either
Learning Standards, Kindergarten Standards, or both.

Norm-referenced or Criterion-referenced (see

Refers to the way data on child outcomes are collected.
Assessment

can be administered to individual children, or through
ongoing observations by teachers or other adults which
are reported on check sheets/report forms, notes,
portfolios, etc.

Refers to an estimated amount of time required to
administer the measure or a subtest of the measure.

Refers to one aspect of the technical adequacy of the
measure. A range is reported in order to include
information on sub-scores and total scores, as well as
multiple informants. Internal consistency, test-retest,
inter-rater, split-half are some of the types of reliability
coefficients reported. A reliability of .8 or higher is
preferred.

Brief descriptions of unique features.
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