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Directions
Choose a card. Read the clock.

Draw a picture to show what  
happens in your day at that time. 

Repeat for each card. 

Use a clothespin to attach each  
card and picture in order to the 
clothesline.

Use the time line to tell a story  
about your day.

Time Line Tales
Children clip clothespins on a yarn 
clothesline to make time lines that 
sequence events in their day.

Materials
•	 shoe box
•	 box label
•	 student directions
•	 scissors
•	 glue
•	 time line cards (page 26)
•	 yarn
•	 clothespins
•	 crayons
•	 pencils
•	 paper

Shoe Box Setup

C opy the time line cards onto card stock 
and cut them apart. For each time line, 

cut a length of yarn (about 36 inches) and 
attach the number of clothespins you’d like 
to use. Place the cards, time line strings, 
clothespins, crayons, pencils, and paper in 
the shoe box. Glue the label to one end of 
the box and the student directions to the 
inside of the lid.

F or a simpler time line, 
include four cards with 

different times and attach four 
clothespins to the yarn. Use copies of the 
blank time line card to include more times 
(such as half hours), or have students 
designate their own times to make new 
time lines. As a variation, invite students 
to create a time line to show what would 
happen in a perfect day.
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Sequencing Time
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Time Line 
Tales
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Time Line Tales

8:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. ____ : ____  p.m.
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Setting Up Shoe Box Learning Centers

This book is divided into two sections of 15 centers each: Time (pages 9–43) 
and Measurement (pages 44–78). The easy-to-follow organization allows 

you to choose the activities you want to use and set them up in a snap. For each 
center, you’ll find:

•	 �Title and Directions: The title becomes the shoe box label. Simply copy it 
onto colored paper or have children decorate it. Glue the label to one end of 
the box for easy storage and retrieval. Glue a copy of the student directions to 
the inside of the box lid.

•	 �Materials: Check here to find out which items you’ll need 
for each center. Simply gather the materials and place them 
in the box.

•	 �Shoe Box Setup: Here you’ll find 
simple directions for assembling each 
center. In most cases, all you’ll need 
to do is gather materials and make 
copies of the reproducibles.

•	 �Tips: These ideas include activity 
variations and extensions as well as 
helpful hints for making the most of 
children’s learning experiences.

•	 �Reproducible Pages: The 
reproducible pages (record sheets,  
patterns, game boards, awards,  
mini-books, and more) for each  
center immediately follow the 
Directions page, making them easy  
to locate and allowing you to see the 
whole shoe box setup at a glance. 
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Directions
Place the bowls in front of you.Take a record sheet.  Select a bag of food.

Look at the food. Guess how many  teaspoons of this food will  fill Little Bear’s bowl. Write that number on your record sheet. Do the same for Mama 
Bear’s and Papa Bear’s bowl.Measure to see how many teaspoons 

of the food will fit in each bowl. 
Write these numbers on your  record sheet.

Repeat with a new food. 

Three Bears Fill  Their Bowls
Children investigate volume by seeing how 
much of different foods will fill each of the 
three bears’ bowls.

Materials
•	 shoe	box
•	 box	label
•	 student	directions•	 scissors

•	 glue
•	 record	sheet	(page	73)•	 	three	bowls	(small,	medium,	and	large)		

•	 	cereal	(such	as	O-shaped	rings),	uncooked	rice,	uncooked	elbow	noodles
•	 resealable	plastic	bags•	 teaspoons

•	 pencils

Shoe Box Setup
B efore copying the record sheet, write in 

a food, such as O-shaped cereal, that 
students will measure. Make a record sheet 
for each food that you include. Measure 
out enough of each food to fill all three 
bowls. Include a little extra of each. Place 
each food in a plastic bag and seal. Place 
record sheets, bowls, food bags, teaspoons, 
and pencils in the shoe box. Glue the label 
to one end of the box and the student 
directions to the inside of the lid. 

T o build counting and addition skills, have children calculate how many spoonfuls of 
each food all together fill the three bowls. 
Or challenge children to guess and then 
find out if a specified number of spoonfuls 
of a food (such as the dried beans) will fill 
all three bowls.

2
1

3

4

5

MeasuringVolume

Measuring Volume

Three Bears Fill Their Bowls

Math Skills Matrix
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Shoe Box  
Learning  
Center

Time Line Tales X X X




