E Communicating with Sngish Language Learners
Simplify your language by using short and simple sentences when speaking to a child using
Englishibanewlmgnage.

Donotamﬂntihedﬁldnndastmdswlutyonsy Accompany your words with pictures,
gestures, and movements that will help to convey your meaning.

Do not ask too many questions at first. Remember that the child will siot understand everything
yousayandheorshemynodhlsorherheadjustwphnseyou.

Donotﬁneethecbildtomakeeyecmﬂactw:ﬂlyou. Pmkmgedeyeoontactbetwemadﬁld
andanadnltmaybemla;xetedasdisrespectfulmsomemﬂmes.

Slow down when you speak.

" Do not raise your volume when speaking. Loudness does not compensate for lack of

understanding, and may be interprefed as anger towards the child.

Accept a student’s initial silence as a natural stage of development.

Do not force the child fo speak, especially in front of other children and adults.

Do not cajole the child with expressions such as “I know you know the name of this.” or “I'm
waiting for you to say something.”

Domt“ovu—odebmh”ﬂnchld’sﬁmteﬂimﬁﬂEngﬁsh.“GooiKﬁn,”m“mat’sgtm
language, Juan,” will suffice. -

Do not correct the child’s errors when she or he attempts to speak English. Instead, model the
correct form in your response. For example, if the child says: “Ilikeﬂ:atcar,shelsfast.” you
r&spond.“Y&s,msfast.”

If you do ask questions, incorporaie the answer into the question, or give the child choices to
give him or her a base to work from. .

Instead of asking: “Whose shoes are these?” ask: “Are these shoes the children’s shoes or the
teacher’s shoes?” 'I'hechildemihenuseyourownlangmgemhlslhamme.

’plmtyofhmeﬁnﬂ:echﬂdtoanswera_ i _orwmtab:tandﬂ:en‘_,_
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qumMﬁsmb&mmwﬂnm , jym]memd,ﬂm
hemdnmnstﬁgmeoutamponsemqumm,andmwmhsmmme
English way of saying that response. Keqmgﬂmesmpsmmndwmhdpyoumaﬂowym
student plenty of time for considering and responding t0 your questions.




