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Dear Educator and/or Book Lover,

Welcome to the Penguin Young Readers Group Read Aloud Educator Guide.  In this brochure 

you will find tips on creating engaging read alouds and specific suggestions on utilizing the 

books within this collection.

 

While sharing books aloud, we are modeling the reading process and motivating young 

readers toward the independent act of reading. The value comes not only from demonstrating 

the joy of reading, but also in promoting the essential early literacy skills children will need 

to become strong readers. Read alouds encourage decoding skills, fluency, vocabulary 

development, and reading comprehension. Through interactive read alouds, we provide 

opportunities for young readers to explore this complex reading process—guided by our 

proficiencies and our passion.

We hope you and your young readers enjoy the book collection that we have bundled together, 

and that this brochure helps you to find a variety of ways to support learning through reading 

aloud these rich and rhythmic texts.

— Your friends from Penguin Young Readers Group School & Library
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1)  When selecting your read aloud, know your audience.
	 •	 	Choose	a	book	with	a	fresh	story,	lyrical	language	and	illustrations	that	support	the	text.

	 •	 	Evaluate	the	average	age,	attention	span,	and	size	of	the	audience	—	let	these	factors	shape	

	 	 your	decision.	

	 •	 The	topic	or	theme	should	be	relatable	and	engaging	to	your	audience.

	 •	 	What	does	your	audience	enjoy?	Popular	features	include	repetitive	text,	rhyming	words,	and	 

playful	pictures.

	 •	 Does	it	fit	with	your	classroom	unit,	or	is	it	just	for	fun?

2) Prior to reading aloud, practice, practice, practice.
 •	 Familiarize	yourself	with	the	story’s	elements	(setting,	characters,	problem,	and	solution).

	 •	 	Know	where	to	pause	to	draw	attention	to	points	in	the	story,	as	well	as	which	words	or	phrases	you	are	

going	to	read	together.	This	skill	models	reading	for	comprehension.

	 •	 	Think	about	planning	a	performance	with	voices	and	gestures.	Which	characters’	voices	will	speak	to	

the	audience?	

	 •	 	Pre-read	for	new	vocabulary	words,	and	plan	how	you	can	define	the	word	within	the	story’s	context.	

Can	the	definition	come	from	the	other	words	around	the	new	word?	Or	perhaps	the	pictures	should	cue	

the	reader?	Do	you	want	to	preview	any	words	with	the	children	before	reading?

3) Enacting the Read Aloud
	 •	 	Share	the	title	and	the	names	of	the	author	and	illustrator.	

Explore	the	cover	together.	Ask	the	children	what	they	see	

and	what	they	think	the	story	might	be	about.

	 •	 	Preview	the	story	with	a	picture	walk.	Turn	the	pages	and	

show	the	illustrations	to	engage	the	children.	

Steps for an Engaging Read Aloud



	 •	 	Use	a	strong	voice,	establish	an	appropriate	pace,	and	utilize	eye	contact	throughout	the	story.

	 •	 	Emphasize	the	pictures.	Rotate	the	book	slowly	for	all	to	see.	Move	the	book	to	accent	the	story	as	the	

wind	blows	or	in	the	direction	that	a	train	travels.	Illustrations	add	clarity,	connecting	the	listeners	to	the	

words	and	deepening	their	understanding	of	the	stories.

	 •	 	Don’t	just	read;	perform.	Act	out	characters’	voices:	They	can	be	high,	low,	deep,	strong,	or	soft.	

Distinguish	new	characters,	building	familiar	and	favorite	ones.	Perform	with	facial	expressions	that	

support	listeners’	experience	of	the	words;	you	can	display	things	like	a	surprise	or	a	pout	if	the	story	

suggests.	Use	hand	gestures	to	point	to	pictures	and	demonstrate	the	meaning	of	certain	words.	

4) Measuring your Read-Aloud
	 •	 After	reading	the	book,	do	the	children	seem	interested	in	the	characters?

	 •	 	Ask	the	children	what	they	learned	–	did	it	help	them	learn	new	words,	understand	new	experiences,	or	

form	new	opinions?

	 •	 Did	they	find	the	story	or	its	characters	relatable	to	their	own	lives?

	 •	 	Were	they	captivated	through	the	entire	story,	or	did	they	lose	interest?	If	so,	how	far	into	the	story?

	 •	 	Remember:	reading	aloud	is	similar	to	a	performance	—	your	audience	will	react	differently	each	time,	 

and	you	will	become	more	comfortable	with	practice!	

Have	children	stop	and	talk	about	
the	book,	engaging	them	in	“turn	
and	talks.”	They	should	stop,	think,	
and	share	their	ideas	with	a	person	
seated	near	them.		

Turn and Talk
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Llama Llama, Time to Share 
by Anna Dewdney
A	social	visit	from	Nelly	Gnu	and	her	mom	challenges	Llama	Llama’s	understanding	of	

playing	together	and	sharing	toys,	especially	one	dear	stuffed	llama.

•	 	Highlights	facial	expressions	to	support	the	exploration	of	characters’	feelings

•	 Makes	connections	to	children’s	own	playtime	experiences

•	 Creates	a	dialogue	after	the	read-aloud	experience

Have Fun, Molly Lou Melon 
by Patty Lovell, Illustrated by David Catrow
Sweet	Molly	Lou	Melon,	listening	to	the	words	of	her	grandmother,	sings	out	about	

her	differences	and	embraces	the	world	that	greets	her,	even	in	a	new	school.

•	 Offers	descriptive	text

•	 Introduces	new	vocabulary	words	

Too Tall Houses 
by Gianna Marino
Rabbit	and	Owl	live	side	by	side	but	experience	a	feud	that	endangers	their	homes	

and	their	friendship.	True	friends	support	each	other,	even	after	a	lengthy	argument.

•	 	Explores	the	social	and	emotional	aspects	of	friendship	

•	 Encourages	independent	reading	

•	 	Provides	fodder	for	conversation	about	fact	and	fiction	in	books

The Gruffalo 
by Julia Donaldson
A	small	mouse	journeys	through	the	woods	and	avoids	being	eaten	by	inventing	a	

fearsome	friend,	a	gruffalo.	When	he	encounters	the	gruffalo,	the	mouse	remains	

brave	and	full	of	smarts!

•	 Invites	listeners	to	read	along		with	gentle	rhyming	text

•	 Plays	with	patterned	text,	perfect	for	retelling	and	dramatic	reenactments

•	 Promotes	making	inferences:	What	is	the	mouse	doing	and	why?

Using the Read-Aloud Choices in This Collection

Common Core Standards for Literature Grades K-1 Addressed: 
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills: Print Concept: 1a-d

Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration: 1a-b; 2; 3 



If I Built a House 
by Chris Van Dusen
Patterned,	rich,	rhyming	text	follows	one	young	inventor’s	vision	of	his	dream	house	as	he	

proudly	gives	his	mother	a	grand	tour.

•	 Supports	vocabulary	development	and	imaginative	exploration

•	 Rollicking	rhymes	invite	audience	participation	

•	 		Connects	to	children’s	understanding	of	their	environment	and	the	homes	
	 they’ve	been	in

Skippyjon Jones: Cirque de Olé 
by Judy Schachner
Skippy	The	Siamese	cat	is	always	imagining	himself	as	a	Chihuahua	on	a	heroic	

adventure.	This	time	he’s	a	strong	man	in	a	circus!

•	 Explores	wordplay	with	characters	speaking	in	rhyme

•	 Encourages	audience	participation

•	 	Develops	inferences	and	predictions	about	character:	What	will	Skippito	get	
	 into	next?

The Three Ninja Pigs 
by Corey Rosen Schwartz, Illustrated by Dan Santat
The	familiar	tale	of	the	three	little	pigs	gets	a	whole	new	setting:	Two	brothers	and	a	sister	

study	Asian	martial	art	forms	in	case	of	a	wolf	attack.

•	 		Uses	classic	story	construction:	characters,	setting,	problem,	solution

•	 Sets	up	retelling	as	a	means	of	gauging	comprehension

•	 	Fractures	a	fairy	tale	and	invites	listeners	to	create	such	fractures	in	their	own	
favorite	tales

•	 	Engages	listeners	with	patterned	rhymes	that	can	encourage	 
read-along	participation

•	 Explores	Japanese	language	usage	with	a	glossary	of	terms	and	meanings

The Amazing Hamweenie 
by Patty Bowman
Through	detailed,	imaginative	illustrations,	the	story	of	one	pet	cat’s	life	is	told.	

Although	the	text	says	the	cat	is	not	happy	with	his	confined	existence,	the	pictures	

tell	another	tale.

•	 Pulls	readers	to	detailed	illustrations.

•	 	Introduces	irony:	What	does	it	mean	when	the	words	say	one	thing	and	the	pictures	
say	another?

•		 	Invites	discussion	around	characterization:	What	do	we	know	about	the	cat	and	his	
owner,	the	young	girl?

•	 Invites	connections	to	tales	of	children’s	own	pets	or	make-believe	pets

Common Core Standards for Literature Grades K-1 Addressed: 
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills: Print Concept: 1a-d

Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration: 1a-b; 2; 3 
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Extension Activities for your read aloud:

Organize	a	show-and-tell	
day	in	your	class,	and	
invite	children	to	bring	
some	of	their	favorite	
toys,	games,	or	books	
from	home.	
978-0-670-01233-6
$17.99 ($19.00 CAN)

Have	students	construct	
houses	with	blocks,	clay,	
or	another	fun	building	
material.	

978-0-8037-3751-8
$16.99 ($18.00 CAN)

Host	a	circus	in	your	
classroom!	Assign	roles	
to	each	student	and	make	
sure	everyone	works	
together	to	put	on	a	good	
show.	

978-0-8037-3782-2
$17.99 ($19.00 CAN)

Put	on	a	play	of	the	
classic	three	little	pigs	
story…	how	can	your	
class	interpret	the	tale	
differently?	Think	outside	
the	box!	

978-0-399-25514-4
$16.99 ($18.00 CAN)

Talk	about	the	role	of	
narrators	in	a	story	
and	have	students	tell	
stories	with	reliable	and	
unreliable	narrators…		
have	a	lot	of	fun	with	it!	

978-0-399-25688-2
$16.99 ($18.00 CAN)

Have	a	power-down-day!	
Ask	children	to	turn	down	
all	electronics	for	a	whole	
day,	and	explore	their	
natural	surroundings.	
Then	ask	them	what	they	
learned.	

978-0-399-25406-2
$16.99 ($18.00 CAN)

Lead	a	discussion	about	
resolving	conflicts	with	
your	students.	Give	
examples	for	children	to	
relate	to	the	story	from	
friends,	classmates,	or	
siblings.

978-0-670-01314-2
$16.99 ($18.00 CAN)

Organize	a	bravery	
bonanza!	Ask	students	to	
do	something	every	day	
that	is	new	and	different,	
and	reward	them	with	
stickers	and	other	fun	
prizes!

HC: 978-0-8037-3109-7
$16.99 (NCR)
PB: 978-0-14-240387-7
$6.99 (NCR)
BB: 978-0-8037-3047-2
$6.99 (NCR)
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U.S. $16.99Canada $21.00“You can’t play with me; you’re too little,” says Lulu’s big brother. Oh yeah? Well, who can leap through shark-infested puddles? Who can skip over huge and twisty tree trunks?And who already has the perfect sidekick?Ladybug Girl! And her trusty dog, Bingo. Ladybug Girl makes her own fun,right in her own backyard. And after a fullmorning of adventures, she knows that she is                defi nitely              not          too             little.

David Soman and Jacky Davisare a husband-and-wife picture book–creating team. This, their fi rst projecttogether, was inspired by their daughter,who used to wear every one of her hats and necklaces at the same time.Ms. Davis has worked in publishing as well as in television, producing graphics at Jim Henson Productions. She currently works as a graphic designer at a local newspaper. Mr. Soman has been an instructor at the School of Visual Arts in New York City for fi fteen years. The work he did in Ladybug Girl is a brand-new art style for him. 

Jacket art © 2008 by David SomanReinforced Binding0308/ Manufactured in China

Dial Books for Young ReadersA division of Penguin Young Readers Group345 Hudson StreetNew York, New York 10014www.penguin.com/youngreaders
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by David Soman and Jacky Davis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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is 
back and ready to take on the playground!

Ladybug Girl 
and her new pal, 
Bumblebee 

Boy!
(And of course, 

Bingo.)

And a Mean Robot.

   And a 
   Giant Snake. 

    There’s a 
Scary Monster.

Oh no, the playground is in danger!

David Soman and Jacky Davis
are the husband-and-wife creative team 
behind the New York Times bestselling 
book Ladybug Girl. Ladybug Girl 
was inspired by their daughter. At the 
playground, they saw how important issues 
of friendship and compromise were to her. 
From these observations Ladybug Girl 
and Bumblebee Boy was born. The 
couple lives with their family in Rosendale, 
New York. 

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“An entertaining, positive story that 
shows how everyday activities can inspire 
creativity, fun, and self-confi dence.”

–Booklist

“A super book for lap-sits and storyhours.”
–School Library Journal 

“Ideal inspiration for little ones seeking 
empowerment.”             –Kirkus Reviews

U.S. $16.99
Canada $18.50

Looks like a job for

Jacket art © 2009 by David Soman
Reinforced Binding

0309/ Manufactured in China

Dial Books for Young Readers
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group

345 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10014

www.penguin.com/youngreaders

S
oman  • D

avis
and B

um
blebee B

o y
D

ial

★ “Delights in children’s enthusiastic imaginations  .  .  .
A favorite series in the making.” 

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred)

by David Soman and 
Jacky Davis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

••

David Soman and Jacky Davis
are the husband-and-wife creative team 
behind the New York Times bestselling 
Ladybug Girl books. This series was 
inspired by their daughter and son, and 
each book explores a different emotion 
central to kids’ lives. The couple lives 
with their family in Rosendale, New York.

Check out their website at 
www.ladybuggirl.com

Don’t forget the other New York 
Times best sellers in the series:

A story about 
imagination and 
empowerment

A story about 
friendship and 
compromise

            not          too             little.by David Soman and Jacky Davis
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Ladybug Girl and her new pal, Bumblebee Boy!(And of course, Bingo.)

And a Mean Robot.

   And a    Giant Snake. 

    There’s a Scary Monster.

Oh no, the playground is in danger!

David Soman and Jacky Davisare the husband-and-wife creative team behind the New York Times bestselling book Ladybug Girl. Ladybug Girl was inspired by their daughter. At the playground, they saw how important issues of friendship and compromise were to her. From these observations Ladybug Girl and Bumblebee Boy was born. The couple lives with their family in Rosendale, New York. 

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER“An entertaining, positive story that shows how everyday activities can inspire creativity, fun, and self-confi dence.”–Booklist“A super book for lap-sits and storyhours.”–School Library Journal “Ideal inspiration for little ones seeking empowerment.”             –Kirkus Reviews

U.S. $16.99Canada $18.50

Looks like a job for

Jacket art © 2009 by David SomanReinforced Binding0309/ Manufactured in China

Dial Books for Young ReadersA division of Penguin Young Readers Group345 Hudson StreetNew York, New York 10014www.penguin.com/youngreaders
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by David Soman and Jacky Davis
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o are excited for their first trip to the ocean.  

★ “A favorite series in the making.”
—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred)
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by David Soman and Jacky Davis

NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller

Be courageous with 

Ladybug Girl! 

There’s a lot for Lulu and Bingo 
to do at the beach:

  Build 
sand castles

Fly a kite

Collect shells

Lulu loves the ocean, but it is so big 
and noisy. Will she be brave enough 
to go in? 

Just remember, Ladybug Girl 
can do anything!Jacket art © 2010 by David Soman

Reinforced binding
0510 • Manufactured in China

Dial Books for Young Readers
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group

345 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10014

www.penguin.com/youngreaders

U.S. $16.99
Canada $21.00

TITLE:  10.75 x 9.25    SPINE: 0.3125
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by David Soman and Jacky Davis

The Bug Squad is 
coming over to play!  

Lulu knows just what they are going to do: 

Tiptoe past sleeping giants

Spy on aliens

Blow out cupcake 
candles at the 

very same time

U.S. $16.99
Canada $21.00

But when things don’t go just the way Lulu 
planned, some Bug Squad feelings are hurt. 

This is a job for Ladybug Girl! 
She knows that even if it isn’t easy, it is 
important to say you’re sorry. 

Companion to the NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller LADYBUG GIRL

D
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Dial Books for Young Readers
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group

345 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10014
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David Soman and Jacky Davis
are the husband-and-wife creative team 
behind the New York Times bestselling 
Ladybug Girl books. They live with their 
family in Rosendale, New York.

Check out their website at 
www.ladybuggirl.com

Don’t forget the other New York 
Times bestsellers in the series:

A story about 
imagination and 
empowerment

A story about 
friendship and 
compromise

A story about 
courage

            little.by David Soman and Jacky Davis

Ladyb
ug Girl

 is back and ready to take on the playground!

Ladybug Girl and her new pal, Bumblebee Boy!(And of course, Bingo.)

And a Mean Robot.

   And a    Giant Snake. 

    There’s a Scary Monster.

Oh no, the playground is in danger!David Soman and Jacky Davisare the husband-and-wife creative team behind the New York Times bestselling book Ladybug Girl. Ladybug Girl was inspired by their daughter. At the playground, they saw how important issues of friendship and compromise were to her. From these observations Ladybug Girl and Bumblebee Boy was born. The couple lives with their family in Rosendale, New York. 

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER“An entertaining, positive story that shows how everyday activities can inspire creativity, fun, and self-confi dence.”–Booklist“A super book for lap-sits and storyhours.”–School Library Journal “Ideal inspiration for little ones seeking empowerment.”             –Kirkus Reviews

U.S. $16.99Canada $18.50

Looks like a job for
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Dial Books for Young ReadersA division of Penguin Young Readers Group345 Hudson StreetNew York, New York 10014www.penguin.com/youngreaders
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David Soman and Jacky Davisare the husband-and-wife creative team behind the New York Times bestselling Ladybug Girl books. This series was inspired by their daughter and son, and each book explores a different emotion central to kids’ lives. The couple lives with their family in Rosendale, New York.Check out their website at www.ladybuggirl.comDon’t forget the other New York Times best sellers in the series:A story about imagination and empowerment

A story about friendship and compromise
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★ “A favorite series in the making.”—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred)
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by David Soman and Jacky Davis

NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller Be courageous with Ladybug Girl! There’s a lot for Lulu and Bingo to do at the beach:  Build sand castles

Fly a kite

Collect shells

Lulu loves the ocean, but it is so big and noisy. Will she be brave enough to go in? Just remember, Ladybug Girl can do anything!Jacket art © 2010 by David SomanReinforced binding0510 • Manufactured in China
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 Bug Squad on their first-ever playdate!

TITLE:  10.75 x 9.25    SPINE: 0.3125

From the creators of the
  NEW YORK TIMES bestseller

   LADYBUG GIRL

David Soman and 
Jacky Davis

Som
an « Davis

The Am
azing Adventures of BUM

BLEBEE BOY
DIAL

But when a hoard of

descend upon the moon, 

can he defeat them by himself?

aliensDIAL BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group

345 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10014

www.penguin.com/youngreaders

U.S. $16.99 
Canada $19.50David Soman and Jacky Davis

are the creators of the NEW YORK TIMES

bestselling LADYBUG GIRL series. David 

and Jacky write the stories together and 

David illustrates. Their books are in-

spired by their own family experiences. 

They live with their two children in 

Rosendale, New York.

★“A favorite series in the making.” 

–PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred review) 

“Superb [for a] superhero storytime.” 

–SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

Find more at 

www.BumblebeeBoyBook.com

Jacket art © 2011 by David Soman

Manufactured in China/1011

BUMBLEBEE BOY can take on 
pirates and dragons and aliens . . . 

but can he handle his little brother?

Soman  • Davis••
and the Bug Squad

by David Soman and Jacky Davis

The Bug Squad is coming over to play!  

Lulu knows just what they are going to do: Tiptoe past sleeping giants

Spy on aliens

Blow out cupcake candles at the very same time

U.S. $16.99Canada $21.00

But when things don’t go just the way Lulu planned, some Bug Squad feelings are hurt. This is a job for Ladybug Girl! She knows that even if it isn’t easy, it is important to say you’re sorry. 

Companion to the NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller LADYBUG GIRL
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David Soman and Jacky Davisare the husband-and-wife creative team behind the New York Times bestselling Ladybug Girl books. They live with their family in Rosendale, New York.Check out their website at www.ladybuggirl.comDon’t forget the other New York Times bestsellers in the series:

A story about imagination and empowerment

A story about friendship and compromise

A story about courage
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Ladybug Girl and her new pal, Bumblebee Boy!(And of course, Bingo.)

And a Mean Robot.

   And a    Giant Snake. 

    There’s a Scary Monster.Oh no, the playground is in danger!
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER“An entertaining, positive story that shows how everyday activities can inspire creativity, fun, and self-confi dence.”–Booklist“A super book for lap-sits and storyhours.”–School Library Journal “Ideal inspiration for little ones seeking empowerment.”             –Kirkus Reviews

U.S. $16.99Canada $18.50
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Jacket art © 2009 by David SomanReinforced Binding0309/ Manufactured in China
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Soman  • Davis
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★ “Delights in children’s enthusiastic imaginations  .  .  .

A favorite series in the making.” —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY (starred)

by David Soman and Jacky Davis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

••

BUMBLEBEE BOY’S 
BUMBLEBEE BOY’S
BUMBLEBEE BOY’SDon't miss 

BUMBLEBEE BOY’S

OTHEROTHEROTHER
ADVENTURES

DRAGONS

He battles

PIRATES

and GIANT 
SABER-TOOTHED LIONS

U.S. $16.99
Canada $18.00
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Dial Books for Young Readers
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group

345 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014
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David Soman and Jacky Davis
are the husband-and-wife creative team 
behind the New York Times bestselling 
Ladybug Girl books. They live with their 
kids in Rosendale, New York. 

Check out their website at 
www.ladybuggirl.com

Don’t miss these other adventures! 
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ingo find adventure in the great outdoors!

A story about imagination 
and empowerment

A story about friendship 
and compromise

A story about courage

A story about saying 
you’re sorry

A story about 
sibling rivalry

www.ladybuggirl.com

Companion to the NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller LADYBUG GIRL

by David Soman and 
Jacky Davis

Lulu and Bingo are best friends!

Whenever they play outside, Bingo always 
      stays close by Lulu’s side.
When they go camping for the very first 
     time, Lulu does her best to be responsible, 
and holds on tight to Bingo’s leash.

But what happens when Bingo wants to 
explore the forest on his own and runs off?

This is a job for Ladybug Girl! 

Check out the 
Ladybug Girl app 

available now!
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